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Jesduvroq  
            
             New Oral Option for patient with Anemia due to CKD on Dialysis 
              
On February 1, 2023, the FDA approved GlaxoSmithKline’s oral therapy, Jesduvroq (daprodustat), for the 
treatment of anemia due to chronic kidney disease (CKD) on dialysis.1 Notably, sources estimate that over 
500,000 patients of the 700,000+ with end stage CKD meet the classification of being on dialysis.2 
 
Jesduvroq is an oral hypoxia-inducible factor prolyl hydroxylase inhibitor (HIF-PHI).  Jesduvroq works by 
inhibiting enzymes that stabilize factors which cause hypoxia and lead to transcription of erythropoietin and 
other genes involved in the correction of anemia.3  After more than 30 years, Jesduvroq is the first oral treatment 
option in a category that has been largely limited to products that require administration by injection (e.g., 
erythropoietin stimulating factors (ESAs), such as epoetin alfa, darbepoietin)3-6 . 
 
Approval of Jesduvroq is based on data from the ASCEND-D trial of more than 2,900 patients who received 
treatment for up to 4.26 years.  Findings demonstrated that Jesduvroq improved or maintained the patients’ 
hemoglobin at target levels (10g/dL-11.5g/dL).  It also achieved “non-inferiority” of MACE (Major Adverse Cardiac 
Events) compared to controls receiving darbepoetin or epoetin alfa after a median follow-up period of 2.5 years.3   
 
The most common adverse reactions reported with Jesduvroq were hypertension, thrombotic vascular events, 
and abdominal pain. Jesduvroq is contraindicated in patients with uncontrolled hypertension and with 
concomitant use of strong CYP2C8 inhibitors (e.g., gemfibrozil).  Similar to erythropoietin stimulating factor 
products, the prescribing information for Jesduroq also includes a Boxed Warning for an increased risk of 
thrombotic vascular events including death, myocardial infarction, stroke, venous thromboembolism, and 
thrombosis of vascular access.3 

 
Jesduvroq is supplied as 1mg, 2mg, 4mg, 6mg, and 8mg tablets and administered daily without regard to the 
timing or type of dialysis.  Jesduvroq is not indicated for use as a substitute for red blood cell transfusions in 
patients who require immediate correction of anemia.2  Although daprodustat is NOT approved for non-dialysis 
CKD patients (a much larger patient group), GlaxoSmithKline is seeking an approval in this broader CKD 
population. More than 1 in 7  (i.e. 15% of the US adult population or approximately 37 million people) are 
estimated to have CKD.7  
 
Bottom Line: 
Jesduvroq offers added convenience with oral administration, but it will take time for providers to gain 
confidence with the product due to the long-standing track record and experience with injectable options.    
Annual cost for these products varies with dose. 

• Jesduvroq is estimated to cost ~ $11,000 - $25,000. 
• Injectable options (Epoetin, Procrit, Retacrit, and Aranesp) run ~ $17,000 - $41,000.   
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Who is PayerAlly? 

PayerAlly’s mission is to provide cutting-edge support for our clients as they look to better manage their 
medication costs.  We offer best-in-class clinical, financial, and consultative solutions to help better manage costs 

and improve performance.   
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