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Brenzavvy  
            
             New SGLT2 inhibitor for Diabetes Type 2 
              
On January 23, 2023, the FDA approved Brenzavvy (bexagliflozin) made by TheracosBio for the treatment of 
adults with type 2 diabetes.1  Brenzavvy is a SGLT2 inhibitor that lowers blood sugar by causing  the removal of 
sugar from the body through urine. 
 
Brenzavvy is available as 20 mg oral tablets and recommended to be taken once daily: in the morning with or 
without food.  Like other SGLT2 inhibitors, Brenzavvy is given as an adjunct to diet and exercise to improve 
glycemic control for those with type 2 diabetes.1-5  It can be used in adults with an estimated glomerular filtration 
rate (eGFR) > 30 mL/min/1.73m2.1 
 
Approval for Brenzavvy is based on results from 23 clinical trials of more than 5,000 adults with type 2 diabetes, 
including more than 300 patients with stage 3 kidney disease.  Brenzavvy significantly reduced hemoglobin A1c 
and fasting blood sugar after 24 weeks, either as a monotherapy, in combination with metformin, or as an add-on 
to standard-of-care treatment of a variety of regimens, including metformin, sulfonylureas, insulin, DPP4 
inhibitors, or combinations of these agents.1  Although Brenzavvy is not approved for weight or blood pressure 
reduction, modest decreases in both weight and systolic blood pressure were observed.  As with other SGLT2 
inhibitors,1-5 adverse events seen in these studies included ketoacidosis, lower limb amputation, volume 
depletion, urosepsis, pyelonephritis, Fournier's gangrene, genital mycotic infections, and hypoglycemia when 
used with insulin or insulin secretagogues.  
 
Bottom Line: 

Brenzavvy joins a crowded list of SGLT2 inhibitor options approved in type 2 diabetes.  These include: 

• Jardiance (empagliflozin) 
• Steglatro (ertugliflozin) 
• Invokana (canagliflozin) 
• Farxiga (dapagliflozin) 

Among the SGLT2 inhibitors and because of their longer-term studies, Farxiga, Jardiance and Invokana carry 
additional indications in reducing risks of renal and/or cardiovascular disease.2-4  It will likely take several more 
years, but it is just a matter of time until Brenzavvy (and Steglatro) earn these additional indications.  
Consideration is generally given to SGLT inhibitor products that have these additional benefits and are least 
costly.  The annual treatment cost for a patient receiving a SGLT inhibitor can range from ~$4,146 - $7,218. 
 

 

Who is PayerAlly? 

PayerAlly’s mission is to provide cutting-edge support for our clients as they look to better manage their 
medication costs.  We offer best-in-class clinical, financial, and consultative solutions to help better manage costs 

and improve performance.   
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